ANIMISM
sprang not so much from the affections as from the fears of the survivors. For, as every one knows, ghosts of the unburied dead haunt the earth, and make themselves exceedingly disagreeable, especially to their undutiful relatives." Hence the various customs to " lay the ghost," the dread of whose return experience shows to be persistent, although history supplies many an example of cultivation of the society of the dead, and of festivals, such as the Parentalia in old Rome, when the tombs were decked with flowers, and wine, honey and oil offered; festivals surviving in the observances on All Souls' Day in Catholic countries.
The spirit would be supposed to haunt the spot whence it departed, but the association of it with the body would be maintained, and hence it would be transferred in thought to the resting-place of the remains. We do not know what Eolithic or Palaeolithic man did with his dead; it is pretty certain that the carnivora of those times devoured many corpses, and there are Neolithic relics of funeral feasts which point to cannibalism. One of the most touching relics of the Neolithic Age is that of the skeleton of a young woman clasping a child, which was found in a round barrow on Dunstable 88